William S. Rupp
October 10, 1924 - January 23, 2018

Rupp, William S. "Bill", fortified with the sacraments of Holy Mother Church on Tuesday,
January 23, 2018. Loving husband of June E. Rupp (nee: Dennis). Dear father and fatherin-law of Joe (Sally) Rupp, Tom (Sue) Rupp, Mary Jane (Greg) Baker, Carrie (Gary)
Hantack and the late Matthew W. Rupp. Dear grandfather of 16 and great-grandfather of
21. Our dear uncle, great uncle, cousin and friend.
Mr. Rupp was a Marine who fought in the South Pacific during World War II. He was very
active in Veteran's Affairs serving on local, state, and national commissions, councils and
committees. He was a past chairman of the City of St. Peters Veteran Commission. During
his tenure, he designed and arranged the building of the St. Peters Veteran Memorial. He
was selected as a National Veteran of the Year in 2006.
Services: Funeral Tuesday, January 30, 9:15am from BUCHHOLZ Mortuary West, 2211
Clarkson Road (at Wilson) to St. Clement of Rome Catholic Church, 1510 Bopp Road,
Des Peres for a 10am Mass. Interment National Cemetery at Jefferson Barracks, MO. In
lieu of flowers, memorials made to the Society of St. Vincent DePaul, 1310 Papin St., St.
Louis, MO 63103 or the USO of Missouri, Inc., Attention Donations, P.O. Box 10367,
10701 Lambert International Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63145 appreciated. Online guestbook at
buchholzmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

To the Rupp family,
As I read through the many tributes to Bill, I realized how much I missed out by never
having met him. What a special person and great servant to our country and
community! When my mom passed away in 2016, there was a lot of sadness in our
family, but there was a lot more joy as a result of all the memories, and in having
been blessed to have her in our lives. I know that applies to all who were able to
share in Bill's life. My condolences to his family and friends.
Sincerely,
Dave Viox

Dave Viox - January 31, 2018 at 10:34 AM

“

Joe, I want to offer my condolences to you and your family. The McBride Alumni
community lost a dear friend. Also, as a veteran, I appreciate all of your father's
efforts to honor all veterans. Frank LoRusso

Frank A. LoRusso - January 30, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

You have my deepest sympathy on the death of your dad. We had some great times
years ago.
He served his family and his country well.
I will always remember him.
Arline Nickrent

arline - January 29, 2018 at 06:15 PM

“

Our sympathy goes out to the wonderful Rupp family, who were our wonderful
neighbors during the 50's and and Bill and June's children were our class mates at
Good Counsel. We send our love, Karen Beethe Schneider and Mike Beethe.

Karen Beethe Schneider - January 29, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

Bill was influential from the beginning with Missouri Veteran Stories & Hometown
Heroes America's veteran Stories. It is an honor to have his story in our care. Be
blessed with the intentional act of remembering and healing power of memories.
Randy Murray https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVX5iUVOaQI

Randy Murray - January 29, 2018 at 11:52 AM

“

Joe, Sally and the entire Rupp family,
My deepest condolences Bill lived a long life of service and love. He will be truly
missed by all. Be at peace as he is.
Much Love
Lynda Roth

LYNDA J ROTH - January 29, 2018 at 09:54 AM

“

Much Love Lynda Roth purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the family of
William S. Rupp.

Much Love Lynda Roth - January 29, 2018 at 09:50 AM

“

Grandpa BI was one of a kind! Sweet, funny, and as sincere as they come. He will be
truly missed by so many. When I would come to visit and stay with Grandpa BI and
Grandma June we would play with the train set in the basement for hours, make
wooden flowers in his woodworking shop, and eat cheese and pretzels while
laughing endlessly! He was the quickest with laundry, I will always remember my
clothes being clean and back on the bed before I had even woken up in the
morning!!! I love you so much and I know you and dad will be looking down sending
us love and keeping us safe! Love, Beth

Beth Lyall - January 28, 2018 at 04:26 PM

“

I met Bill in 2012. It became an instant friendship. There was something special
about Bill that I saw in no other veteran, sincerity and his love of other veterans. He
was interested in other veterans and creative, so much that for the Memorial Day
2012 ceremonies, he chose the guest speakers from a 26 year Marine sergeant and
a 2 week Air Force lieutenant. He loved us all, the young and the older seasoned
veterans. He didn't stop with the veterans, he enjoyed the relationships he made
throughout the City of St Peters.
We will miss Bill but will never miss the great times and memories of being his
friends.
To his family, Joe and Mary, Carrie and Tom, and his lovely wife June, my
condolences with the passing of a great husband and father, and a great man.
Goodbye "Pops".

CW3(R) Michael A Shea - January 28, 2018 at 01:54 PM

“

Steve and Ann purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of William S.
Rupp.

Steve and Ann - January 28, 2018 at 10:25 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of William S. Rupp.

January 27, 2018 at 11:35 PM

“

Joe - we honor your Dad's service to our Church and country, and I recall my
amazement at the Chaminade basketball game at how good he looked - what a
magnificent life on this earth and a wondrous legacy he earned.
R.I.P. Coach Rupp
Joe Kannapell
McBride 1968

Joe Kannapell - January 26, 2018 at 05:00 PM

“

While we are all saddened at the loss I believe that we should be glad that he lived
and he touched our lives. A dedicated family man, a dedicated Marine, and a
dedicated servant of our community. He committed himself to others and never
sought recognition for himself. My friend and my brother forever.
LtCol Ronald Neubauer
USMC (Ret(

Ronald Neubauer - January 26, 2018 at 02:26 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of William S. Rupp.

January 26, 2018 at 12:58 PM

“

"Friends of our God, though they may pass away,
Will never be forgotten.
All those asleep who in God's Memory stay,
From death He will awaken.
Then we'll come to see all that life can be:
Paradise eternally!"
Luke 23:43
John 6:39,40

Lorraine Denson - January 26, 2018 at 12:52 PM

“

Joe and families, I am sorry to hear of the loss of your dear father, Bill. I knew him
well from his time he spent serving and forming the lives of the young men at
McBride High School. He was always willing to listen to us and teach us in whatever
way we needed to grow and mature. I know Bill was a good, Christian man because I
also came to befriend two of his sons, Matt and Joe, while attending high school, and
the "apples" don't fall far from the tree. Matt and Joe were wonderful men in their
own way. My thoughts and prayers are for Bill and his family as you prepare to
celebrate his life and gratefully trust that he rests in the arms of his savior and
redeemer, Jesus Christ.

John Bischof - January 26, 2018 at 12:31 PM

“

Bill and I met when I was a Project Manager for Duggan Contracting Corp. We
developed a strong friendship and respect while working together on the St. Peters
War Memorial at the Intersection of Jungerman and Willet. Bill was truly a "Man's
Man" and I strive to become more like him everyday. His smile and zest for life will be
missed. I am a better person for knowing him. Rest in Peace, Bill.

Ron Vogel - January 26, 2018 at 10:38 AM

“

The St. Peter's Veteran Memorial started our friendship. I spoke many times at the
Memorial for the events that Bill coordinated on Memorial Day, July 4th, Veterans
Day, and other significant dates. When I retired from the military in 2010, Bill and
June attended my retirement party during which Bill dedicated one of the 2 benches
at the Veterans Memorial to me for all of my years of speaking and my service. It was
the best retirement gift I received. In 2013 a group of friends along with Bill and June
went to the Memorial to celebrate our friendship and the memorial. I've added
pictures from that day at the Memorial.
I added one other picture. It is a Missing Man formation flown at Jefferson Barracks
for a Vietnam Veteran. The aircraft are F-15s from the 131 Fighter Wing, the same
aircraft that flew over the Veterans Memorial many times (some times too low). The
Missing Man formation is the Air Force way of saluting a fallen hero. Bill, this Missing
Man is for you.

"It is what it is"
Semper Fi
Bob Leeker

Bob Leeker - January 25, 2018 at 09:05 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Rupp family and all the Friends of Bill. He was
an incredible American, Marine, Veteran, and especially Friend. Semper Fidelis, Mr.
Rupp. Heaven has another GREAT MARINE to call it's own. Most sincerely, The
Meister's, Joe, Margie, Victoria, Ian, and Brody...

Joseph Meister - January 25, 2018 at 08:43 PM

“

Heaven gain a true Angel this week, while America lost a friend to veterans
nationwide with a man that was not only a war hero on the battlefield but a true hero
every day of his life till his death this week.
Mr. William "Bill" Rupp will be truly missed by many family and friends! You were
great man and a true American World War II hero. You were always there for your
family members, friends, fellow veterans and many others that were lucky enough to
meet a gentleman like you in their lifetime.
Mr. Rupp was one of the masterminds behind all of the veterans memorials
throughout the City of St. Peters and the World War II Memorial in Washington D.C.
You were instrumental helping me create and write many bills during my time as a
member of the Missouri House of Representatives which were sign into law by 3
separated governors. Your legacy will never be forgotten. I'll always be your friend
and it was a true honor to have your friendship in my life. Rest In Peace Bill!
May God Bless You and Your Family at this difficult time!
Former State Representative Joe Smith - District 14

Joseph Smith - January 25, 2018 at 01:33 PM

“

Below is a letter I wrote to Bill on his 90th birthday
Bill:
I first met you while working part-time at the front desk of City Hall. I took a special
liking to you because you have the same puppy dog eyes as my father. I remember
showing you a picture of my dad one time and you asked “Who is that handsome
man?” I told you that you reminded me of my dad and we began a friendship.
After working for the City for a couple of years, I was given the responsibility of
decorating the display case at the entrance to City Hall. One of the themes was a
tribute to Veterans, and I contacted you immediately to see if you would be willing to
loan us any memorabilia from your deployment in World War II. I remember you
bringing me various items, but what sticks in my mind were your Marine Corps
picture, (in which you looked way too young to be serving in the military), a hand
grenade and a knife belt. It was fascinating but also terrifying to hear of your vivid
memories from World War II.
I was privileged to show my father the St. Peters Veterans Memorial while he was
visiting from Georgia. He was a Veteran in the Navy during the Korean War and was
quite impressed. In fact he stated that he was planning on campaigning for a
Veteran’s Memorial in Statesboro, Georgia, where I grew up.
My father passed away after a short illness in 2011, and you recognized my sadness
immediately. You were very comforting, and because of your resemblance to him and
our friendship you agreed to take on the task as my adopted dad. I hope I have not
been too much trouble.
Happy 90th Birthday Bill. You have impacted so many lives in our community with
your dedication to Veterans. You make me feel proud with your endless energy and
dedication to our community. Thank you for impacting my life in such a positive way.
You make me want to be a better American.
You are loved by many, including me. Happy Birthday Bill!
Julie Smith

Julie Smith - January 25, 2018 at 11:24 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of William S. Rupp.

January 25, 2018 at 10:47 AM

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Charlie Simmons - January 25, 2018 at 10:36 AM

