Mr. Tom W. Smith
January 18, 1945 - February 15, 2019

Tommy “Tom” or “Thomas” Wilburn Smith died in his home on February 15, at age 74,
surrounded by his family. Tom was born at home January 18, 1945 in Canaan, MO to
Clarence “Everett” and Ava (Foley) Smith. He spent his early years in Owensville. He
attended Union High School and went on to graduate from South East Missouri State
University. Tom was an Army veteran stationed in Germany (1966-1969). After completing
his tour of duty, Tom continued to serve his community as a Teacher and businessman
until his retirement. He fell in love with Ruth Ann Buchholz and united in marriage on
August 10, 1979. Together, they raised three children in a home filled with love and
laughter.
Tom had a smile and presence that lit up a room. In his many travels across the nation
and world, no one was a stranger to Tom. He had the heart of a poet and a thirst for
knowledge; Tom was an avid reader and enjoyed a good discussion about current events.
From letters to the editor to protests against gun violence, Tom stood up for what he
believed in. He twice ran for state office because he believed people deserved a choice in
their democracy. Tom was a lifelong advocate for equality – marching first in 1969 for civil
rights in Cairo, IL up to 2014’s Journey for Justice from Ferguson to Jefferson City. Tom
also cared deeply about veteran’s rights; he felt humbled and honored to accompany two
wartime veterans to Washington, DC through Franklin County Honor Flight. He was a
member of American Legion Post 218 and Knights of Columbus. Tom was kind, generous
and invested in his community. He believed everyone deserved the opportunity to learn
and served as an officer of several teacher organizations including the East Central
MNEA-R and the state MNEA-R executive board. Always on the go, across Tom’s life he
enjoyed tennis, handball, racquetball, and golf; most recently one could see Tom biking
around town with Folks on Spokes, wearing one of his Hawaiian shirts.
Tom is survived by his devoted and loving wife, Ruth Ann; children Rebecca Smith and
partner K. Cross of Minneapolis; Nathaniel Smith, wife Lindsey LaBore and grandchild
Nova Mae of Minneapolis; and Gregory Smith of Kansas City; his brother Larry and sisterin-law Joann Smith of Union; siblings-in-law Kathy Buchholz, Tom and Jennifer Buchholz,
Don and Sharon Buchholz, Cindy Buchholz and Brad Hale; many nieces and nephews;
and a legion of friends and people whose lives were forever changed by knowing him.

Tom is preceded in death by his parents; his in-laws; his half-brother Johnny and sister-inlaw Evelyn; and brother-in-law James Buchholz.
A visitation will be held at Oltmann Funeral Home, 508 E 14th Street, Washington, MO
63090, Wednesday, February 20, 2019 from 3:00 pm to 7:30 pm.
There will be an American Legion Service at 6:30 pm.
A Celebration of Life service will be held at Peace Lutheran Church, 5 Scenic Drive,
Washington, MO 63090 at Thursday, February 21, at 11:00 am. Interment Jefferson
Barracks National Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Franklin County Honor Flight, P.O. Box 60,
Union, MO 63084 (http://www.fchonorflight.org) and Neighbors United – Undoing Racism,
c/o Peace Lutheran Church — ELCA, 5 Scenic Drive, Washington, MO 63090.
A Buchholz Mortuary West Service.
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Comments

“

Becky and Nathan, we're so sorry about your dad. We're sending you love and light
from Minnesota. A donation was made in Tom's memory to the Franklin County
Honor Flight.
-Everyone at Family Tree Clinic

Wen Brovold - February 21, 2019 at 11:12 AM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Mr. Tom W. Smith.

February 19, 2019 at 01:07 PM

“

Tom, we will miss your powerful intellect, your dedication to defending the truth, and
your warm heart. Trivia nights just won’t be the same without you. Our love and
condolences to Ruth and family.
Janet and Dennis Kleinheider

Janet and Dennis Kleinheider - February 19, 2019 at 09:54 AM

“

I met Tom and Ruth at a small town fair, walking along the river. I introduced myself
as a candidate for US Congress and asked for their support and Tom laughed and
asked for mine as a State candidate. We both lost, more's the pity. We met several
more times as delegates for Bernie Sanders and I always looked forward to seeing
Tom there. Tom showed a wonderful character of welcoming and graciousness. I was
attentive to his wisdom and appreciated his kindness. In our current world of political
deceit and corruption Tom stood as a beacon of trust, calm, and quality of character.

Harold Davis - February 19, 2019 at 06:05 AM

“

Matt Johnson & Family purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of Mr. Tom W.
Smith.

Matt Johnson & Family - February 18, 2019 at 11:29 PM

“

The country, state and local community have lost a great asset with the many
contributions which Tom continued to make. Our sympathies to Ruth and the other
members of his family.
Dennis Lavallee

Dennis Lavallee - February 18, 2019 at 03:26 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Mr. Tom W. Smith.

February 18, 2019 at 11:07 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. Tom W. Smith.

February 17, 2019 at 06:24 PM

“

Tom was always sincere and honest, always ready to listen and to talk, and always a
joy to be around. He loved his family and his friends. We will miss you so much!

Susan McKee - February 17, 2019 at 03:48 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. Tom W. Smith.

February 17, 2019 at 03:47 PM

“

Tom was a good man. We shared an apartment at SEMO. During that time I realized
how profound, generous and kind he was. I’ll never forget his booming laughter and
what ever it was that made Tom Smith Tom Tom Smith.
Dennis Schneider

Dennis Schneider - February 17, 2019 at 01:39 PM

“

Such a sweet man do sorry for your lost my prayers are with you all.

cheryl Horn - February 17, 2019 at 01:09 PM

“

Whenever I met Tom biking on the Katy trail or seen him turning on his bike in our
cul-de-sac on Fieldstone Court ... he always had a smile and a good word to say. He
was a fun and interesting person who will certainly be missed by all! Joe Wildt

joe wildt - February 17, 2019 at 12:55 PM

“

We were thrilled to have Tom and Ruth Ann at our house in Dallas last summer
during one of the great trips they shared. I always enjoyed a conversation with Tom,
exclusively at family events until they came to Dallas. Now I am honored to have had
a more personal memory of him that showed me what a special relationship he and
Ruth Ann were privileged to have. He will be missed by many, including me.
Joellyn and Larry Nobbe

Joellyn Nobbe - February 17, 2019 at 12:47 PM

“

My heart is saddened today by the loss of a wonderful man! Tom, you were a true
inspirational person to me and always had the kindness words to help me, my
students and staff. You will be missed by many people! Karen Conduitt

Karen Conduitt - February 17, 2019 at 11:12 AM

“

Our hearts are deeply saddened by the loss of such a kind and loving husband,
father, and friend. The world would be a better place if all would follow his way of
thinking and his actions. He was a true friend and will be sorely missed. Bob and
Patty Thies

Patty Thies - February 17, 2019 at 10:24 AM

“

We have known Tom for many years. Tom loved his family, had a deep affection for
his friends, and was a staunch defender of justice, We will miss you, Tom. May you
rest in peace.
Bill and Robin

Bill and Robin Stewart - February 17, 2019 at 08:07 AM

“

A beautiful, sincere man, a loving heart, a booming laugh, a wonderful twinkle in your
eyes.....we'll miss you, Tom. May you rest in peace. We love you.
Matt and Joanie

Matt and Joanie Lichty - February 16, 2019 at 08:34 PM

“

What a wonderful person Tom was, he brought so much happiness to the people
around him. He will new be very missed

Kayla LaBore - February 16, 2019 at 08:24 PM

“

So sorry for your lost. Tom was a very giving man. We will miss his laughter. Rick
and Sandy La Bore

Sandy and Rick La Bore - February 16, 2019 at 07:35 PM

“
“

So sorry.
Susan Woodcock - February 16, 2019 at 10:07 PM

The Reverend Tom Smith was a mighty fine man and will be greatly missed. Love to all,
Annette and Gavin
Gavin & Annette Woolley - February 16, 2019 at 10:39 PM

“

So very sorry that Tom has passed. What a funny, kind, and friendly man he was to all, You
will not be forgotten, and we will miss you.
Ralph and Dinah Sudholt
Dinah Sudholt - February 16, 2019 at 10:48 PM

“

Tom was so helpful to me when I was in a really hard point in my life. He was willing to
watch my baby with a random phone call. He had a kindness, willingness to help, and and
ability to say "Yes" when many others would have say no.
Elizabeth Ruth Hobbs - February 16, 2019 at 10:51 PM

“

Tom was a wonderful person, always ready to talk about anything. Wonderful personality.
Last time we were with him he was riding his bike in Treloar with 3 other guys. He was
wearing his sun hat (Father Brown hat) and he was riding out on the highway with the wind
blowing. Will always treasure that moment and many more.
Wayne & Carol Bean - February 17, 2019 at 08:46 AM

“

A beautiful, kind man who will be dearly missed. Tom stood for all that was good in the
world. May his family find comfort in knowing he was revered by many.
Patricia Schuba
Patricia Schuba - February 17, 2019 at 10:10 AM

“

I always enjoyed conversations with Tom. A very sweet, kind and interesting man. He will
be missed!
Virginia Molitor - February 17, 2019 at 01:39 PM

“

I have known Tom and Ruth Ann for 40 years and one could not have better, more loving
friends, so it was with a sad heart that I learned of his passing yesterday. What a wonderful
person Tom Smith was! A loving and kind husband, father, friend, teacher, and
businessman, he will be missed by many. I was always greeted with a big smile, open arms
and a big bear hug in a gracious way that always made me feel special. I truly admired this
man for the many ways he tried to make our community a better place to live for everybody.
The world will not be the same without him. Rest in peace, dearest friend.
Debbie Friedmann
fDebbie Friedmann - February 17, 2019 at 02:03 PM

“

Those of us in MNEA land will certainly miss Tom's presence in the days to come. We
shared many conversations on political issues and Tom cared very deeply about his fellow
man/woman/child which led him to go above and beyond in trying to make his community a
better place. It was too short but it was a life well-lived. Peace.
Nancy Copenhaver - February 17, 2019 at 02:40 PM

“

As a political activist, Tom took pride in standing firmly for his beliefs. His Missouri NEA
leadership, both at the State and Regional levels, made it clear that he was a strong
advocate for children and public education. I so enjoyed working with him during his years
on the MNEA Executive Council.
Carol Weatherford
Carol Weatherford - February 17, 2019 at 04:45 PM

