Dr. Robert "Phil" Upchurch
February 9, 1928 - May 27, 2020

Robert “Phil” Phillip Upchurch, Doctor of Plant Physiology, passed away peacefully on
May 27, 2020 at home in St. Louis, MO. Phil was born Feb. 9, 1928 in Wake County, NC
and rose out of poverty to create numerous legacies with his wife, Sallaine Sledge
Upchurch, including 71 years of devoted marriage. He leaves a big family of 3 children –
Nelda Schuler (Kenneth), Debra Heck (Robert), and Barrett Upchurch (Diane) – 8
grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren. During the depression, Phil, a high school
dropout, went on to earn B.S. and M.S. degrees at NC State & a PhD from University of
CA-Davis. Honorably discharged U.S. Air Force Captain, he served 16 years in the
reserves & 2 years at Eglin Air Force Base, FL. After becoming a tenured Professor at NC
State, Phil rose to oversee international agricultural research at Monsanto in St. Louis
before serving in various Associate Dean positions and as Director of Arboretum & Alumni
Affairs at the University of Arizona in Tucson. He was a consultant to Eli Lilly, the U.S.
State Department, & the EPA. He helped establish the School of Agriculture in Yemen.
Phil founded the Plant Growth Regulation Society of America and was President of
numerous professional associations, including the Weed Science Society of America &
Council for Agricultural Science and Technology. In retirement, Phil enjoyed overseeing a
2,000-acre farm in Montgomery County, MO and cultivated the Upchurch and Allied
Families Association from his genealogy passions. Private Services were held at Buchholz
Mortuary West 2211 Clarkson Rd. Chesterfield, MO, and he was interred at Bellerive
Gardens Cemetery in Creve Coeur, MO on May 29, 2020. Remembrance donations can
be made to Upchurch and Allied Families Association, University of Arizona – Boyce
Thompson Desert Legume Program, or the Libraries of NC State in Phil’s name.
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Comments

“

Uncle Phil,
We will miss you! The keeper of my family history. I remember when I was little and
you came to see Grandma and you showed me my ID number in the Upchurch
Bulletin. It was paper back then and Grandma had them all! You always were strong
and so intelligent in our interactions through the years. You are up in heaven with
Mammy, Pat and E. Ray now! I know you have solved all the mysteries of the
Upchurch family in heaven! Rest In Peace!

Dawn Aganon - June 01, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

My Memory of a man of Importance to many families here in North Carolina. His
research will mean great sources for those to come behind us. Phil Upchurch gave
me much information during Atkins-Wake County, NC Research. His information was
invaluable.
Our condolences from The Atkins Family, NC.

Carole Atkins Smith - May 29, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

Phil was my older brother by another mother. We both felt this way even though our
actual genetic link was far back in the early 1800s. We communicated casually for
about 30 years but then the Upchurch and Allied Families project was launched in
2013 and our interactions by email and telephone became intense, usually many
times a day. He always had a new idea and a scheme for implementing it! He was an
incredible gift to this world and has left a legacy of a beautiful and successful family
as well as astonishing contributions within his vocation of Crop Science and
avocation of genealogy. His work product probably exceeds that of the average
person by three hundred percent! I will intensely miss the daily phone calls. We will
continue to honor him by protecting and extending his legacy in the world of
genealogy.

Tom Upchurch - May 29, 2020 at 11:19 AM

“

Dr. Robert Phillip Upchurch was my Grandfather and he was one of the kindest
people I knew. He was always there to greet us with a hug with open arms and a
warm embrace. My grandparents were the epitome of true love and sacrifice;
everything they had they earned and worked towards together. Through their
marriage they showed us grace, compassion and what it meant to be part of a team.
I hope to have that same love throughout my marriage and I hope I am able to
replicate the same devotion so that my children may be as lucky in love as my
grandparents were for 71 wonderful years. We were all so lucky to have them as role
models and I know each of us will take something from their lives together and adapt
it to fit our current lives and then beyond. His memory will last through the stories he
collected and through the memories we share. They didn’t always focus on material
things but more the memories and symbolism of being together and that I will always
cherish and try to pass along to my children. The short video I am posting is from our
last few visits; he is one strong man that made a western tour of Nevada, Oregon
and California after being diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. We then visited him
over Easter 2019. Both visits were wonderful and my children were able to meet their
Great Grandfather and Great Grandmother to get to know them and see their true
dedication to their family. He is one of the few to live as long as he did with
pancreatic cancer; my daughter says he is ‘ultra rare’ which is fitting. He was rare,
and one of a kind. A man with his work ethic and devotion to his family is hard to
come by. May he Rest In Peace and his memory be carried on forever through his
stories.
With much love and deepest condolences,
Sandy King

Sandy King - May 28, 2020 at 10:31 PM

“

Barry, I am very sorry to learn of the loss of your Dad. I enjoyed my visits with your
folks through the years.
Your family is in our thoughts and prayers!
Sue and Bob Schlanker.

Robert Schlanker - May 28, 2020 at 09:50 PM

“

Southern Magnolia Tree was purchased for the family of Dr. Robert "Phil" Upchurch.

May 28, 2020 at 08:48 PM

