Peter A. DaPrato
November 30, 1947 - March 25, 2020

Peter A. DaPrato of O’Fallon, MO died Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at Barnes Hospital
after a brave battle with lung cancer.
Born in St. Louis on November 30th, 1947, Pete grew up in Bellefontaine Neighbors,
graduating from Rosary High School in 1966. He attended Central Missouri State
University in Warrensburg, MO, graduating in 1970.
Pete was preceded in death by his parents, Albert and Helen DaPrato and his sister,
Martina DaPrato. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Jacqueline (Pantaleo) DaPrato;
children, Peter DaPrato (Kelly) and Jackie Hamel (Mike); 3 grandchildren, Kate Hamel,
Maggie Hamel and Luca DaPrato; twin brother Mike (Jan); younger brother Tom; and a
large beloved extended family and friends.
Pete worked for Central Hardware for 20 years. He later worked for a local family software
company, OnSite Systems for an additional 15 years with his son and twin brother. After
25 years, Pete proudly retired from the US Air Force Reserve, where he served as a
fireman. Being a fireman was one of his true loves.
Pete’s true passion was his family and his grandchildren. He loved extravaganzas, both in
the meats he grilled and the electronics he bought. No matter what he did, he did it in
excess, to perfection and with a smile. No piece of meat was too big and no new gadget
was too expensive. Nothing will be the same without him.
Should friends desire, in lieu of flowers, contributions to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital are appreciated.
A Celebration of Pete’s life will be planned at a later date.

Cemetery
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery
2900 Sheridan Road
Jefferson Barracks, MO, 63125

Comments

“

Condolence to the DaPrato Family, May he rest in peace

Terry & Cindy Gaume - April 28, 2020 at 06:32 PM

“

Condolence Snacks was purchased for the family of Peter A. DaPrato.

April 15, 2020 at 04:51 PM

“

So many reasons to miss Pete , but his smiling face and sense of humor is what I will
probably miss the most. Love him like a brother. May he rest in peace.

Anna Linck - April 02, 2020 at 08:18 PM

“

Jackie - I am so sorry to hear about your devastating loss and the sadness you are
feeling being isolated from your wonderful family. I coached Kate in mock trial at her
high school - she joined our team to go to the (now canceled) state championships.
She is an absolutely delightful, talented, smart and hard-working young girl, and I am
sure you are so proud of her. I recall that she was close with her grandpa, loved him,
and was concerned for him and his health this year. I know her grandpa was a gift to
her and he will be dearly missed. Please know that you, Kate, her mom, and the rest
of your family are in my prayers and the prayers of my family.

Kim Mathis - April 02, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear about this devastating loss. Pete was my first vendor
contact for the company On Site Systems. He was such a gentleman, intelligent,
thorough, helpful, generous, and forward thinking. It was an honor to do business
with him and he will be greatly missed. My deepest sympathy goes out to his wife
Jackie, his daughter, and his exceptionally helpful and talented son, Pete Junior. And
to his gifted and service oriented brother Mike, my heartfelt prayers and thoughts are
with you during this terrible time. To his colleagues at On Site Systems, we are so
sorry for this loss for you all. We are with you all in our hearts. R. I. P. Pete, Laurie
Veal / MIT EHS

Laurie Veal - April 01, 2020 at 09:52 PM

“

Jackie, We are so sorry to hear about Pete. We will keep you and your family in our
prayers. If you need anything please let us know. Nancy and Angela Wiesner

Nancy Wiesner - March 30, 2020 at 09:38 PM

“

Pete was always there with a smile on his face. We always had the Bissell Hills, St.
Jerome's connection. A near and dear friend to my brother since kindergarten. My
deepest sympathy to the DaPrato family.

Jean Lueker - March 30, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

Condolence Snacks was purchased for the family of Peter A. DaPrato.

March 30, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Peter A. DaPrato.

March 30, 2020 at 12:47 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Pete’s passing. Every memory I nave of Pete & his family
was fun & enjoyable. I grew up in Bissel Hills. I coached Pete & Mike in sports at St
Jeromes & Rosary. Pete was always energetic & enthusiastic in everything he
attempted. He was a fine sportsman who played hard and had fun all the time.
God Bless Pete.
We will miss him!
Jack Rogers

JACK ROGERS - March 30, 2020 at 11:00 AM

“

Sad to hear that my classmate from St. Jerome's School class of 1962 has passed
away. My condolences to his family and his twin Mike. Dave Kempf

David Kempf - March 29, 2020 at 06:40 PM

“

It's been years since I've spoken with Pete. Time has away of getting away.
In years past my family were friends with all of the Dapratos. I served on the
Bellefontaine Neighbors Board of Alderman with Mrs. Daprato (Helen). I worked with
Pete at Central Hardware for a number of years and hwe played softball for years.
Pete was an usher at my wedding. The beauty of not seeing someone for so long is
that you remember them as they were at the time. I will miss Pete and he will always
be as I see him in my memories.

Mike Bowman - March 29, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

My deepest sympathy and prayers for Pete's Family, I just found out about Pete's
passing through several retired Air Guard Fire Dept. members. I was just talking to
Pete 2 weeks ago, and he said everything was fine, we even talked about going to
the gun range to shoot. This came as a complete shock to me. Pete and I served
together and we were very close, I always looked forward to seeing him at the VFW
hall. I shall always miss him
signed : Mick Schandler

Mick Schandler - March 29, 2020 at 04:11 PM

“

Dear Jackie,
I am very saddened and shocked to read of Pete's passing. I'm keeping you and your
family in my prayers at this sad time.

Lynn Owen - March 29, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

I think back to a time when Pete was trying to address the concerns of the burying
office on one occasion when he played the pop song “Don’t Worry Be Happy” in his
office. It helped. He probably is saying that to us now because he was an optimist.
He was a good person and very well liked by all.

Charlie Mull - March 29, 2020 at 11:01 AM

“

Jackie , I want to tell you how very sorry I am for you and your family I will keep you
in my prayers.

Loretta Leeker - March 29, 2020 at 02:57 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

joan dallavis - March 28, 2020 at 11:48 PM

“

This news saddens my heart. I have fond memories of Pete, Mike, Tom along with
Mr. & Mrs. DaPrato through grade school as Pete and Mike were friends of my
brother, Mike Kulungowski and my father was their baseball coach. Our parents were
friends and shared many of life’s happy times growing up in Bellefontaine Neighbors.
May Pete Rest In Peace and I pray his family be given the strength to carry on during
this most difficult time. May you all see brighter days ahead.
Marilyn Kulungowski Hopkins

Marilyn Kulungowski Hopkins - March 28, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

Pete was one of the best. I enjoyed working for him at Central Hardware in the
buying office. My deepest sympathy to your family old friend.

Mary Oswald - March 28, 2020 at 08:46 PM

“

My Deepest Sympathy to Jackie and the Entire Daprato Family.I first met Pete 50 years
ago when I started working at Central Hardware those years were truly some of best years
of my working life.Working with Pete in Credit & The Buying Dept.
Jackie,My Thoughts and Prayers are with
You and your Family. Darlene Toth
Darlene Toth - March 28, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

Oh Pete I am so sad to hear this horrible virus has taken you from us. I have great
memories of you, Jackie , Mike and Patti playing with Billy and I when we were
young. Putting Chico in the trash can and playing jokes on my Aunt Anita. Thanks for
the great memories and I will see you down the road. I am sure Billy met you at the
pearly gates to show you the ropes of Heaven! Take care my friend.......
Francy (Knight) Pinkowski

Francy Pinkowski - March 28, 2020 at 08:25 PM

“

I did not have the honor of knowing Peter but I would just like to say "Thank you for
your service". My husband passed on the day after Christmas and he would stop
anyone he could tell was a member of the armed forces to express this and shake
their hand. My condolences to the family. So sorry for your loss.

Kathy McPeak - March 28, 2020 at 07:58 PM

“

Dear Jackie and Family,
Sheila and I are so saddened for you all.
I was fortunate to know and work with Pete during the Central Hardware days and
am so glad that we got reacquainted last year over long lunches with lots of
memories, reflections of our lives growing up, and the 3 hour lunches always came
back to family.
Everyone loved Pete and for good reason.
May his memory be a blessing to family and friends alike.

Darryl Gold - March 28, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

Awe Pete, You were the best my friend, great leader, and boss, we traveled so much
together NYC, Las Vegas, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and many more Central Hardware
road trips and shows. My sincere condolences to Jackie, Jackie, Pete, and
grandkids.
"May the perpetual light shine upon him......."

John P Jones - March 28, 2020 at 07:00 PM

“
“

So very sorry for you loss Jackie.
Jo Ann nee Schott Bane - March 28, 2020 at 10:07 PM

“Let your Life Speak” I believe Pete was an example of this.
Although his voice is quiet; his Spirit echoes.
His voice will be in his children, grandchildren, family and so many friends. The family
photos are treasures - I attached a photo taken in February as many old friends gathered.
Please accept our heartfelt sympathies. ((( hugs )))
Perch & Joan Dallavis - March 28, 2020 at 11:23 PM

“
“
“

Jackie, I was so sorry to hear this news. You and your family will be in my prayers.
Joyce McLaughlin - March 29, 2020 at 11:47 AM

So sorry Jackie, to hear of Petes passing.
Pat Flynn Wohlschlaeger - March 29, 2020 at 04:03 PM

Dear Jackie,
Lana and I are shocked and saddened by Pete's passing. Pete was a great guy, good
friend and will be surely missed. We want you to know, our hearts and prayers are with you
and family at this very sad time. God Bless!
Tom & Lana Meyer
Tom Meyer - March 31, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

The best uncle a girl could ask for. Always lit up the room when he entered! Our family
adored him and will never forget his smile..his humor...his love for his family! Forever in our
hearts Uncle Pete!
Dianne Huser - April 02, 2020 at 09:06 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Pete's passing. I worked with Pete in the Mo Air National Guard.He was
my first crew chief, learned a lot from him about the in and outs of the Mo Air Guard. Good
guy
Michael Whalen 4/5/2020
Michael Whalen - April 05, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

Pete our family will never be the same without you. You were a true brother to me and I will
never forget your great smile and that laugh. You were just always amazing to my mom and
there for me when she passed. For that I will be forever grateful,You were the best grandpa
I have ever had the pleasure of watching interact with their grandchildren. Oh how those
kids adore you Rest In Peace my sweet brother. I will forever miss you.. Debbie

Deborah BovaConti - April 06, 2020 at 05:05 PM

