Dr. Mary Ellen Cronin
October 7, 1951 - June 30, 2022

Cronin, Mary Ellen, PhD.
Born the second of twelve to Mary and Edward Cronin 10/07/1951. Died 06/30/2022
surrounded by the love of her ten surviving siblings and her husband Stuart Dixon. Her
parents Mary and Edward Cronin and brother Michael Cronin preceded her in death.
So Mary worked to put herself through school and earned her bachelors at Avila
University, a masters from the University of Kansas, and a Ph.D from the University of
Texas at Austin. She had a tenure of 31 years as a Professor of Special Education and
Habilitative Services at the University of New Orleans. Dr. Cronin co-authored several
college text books and standardized tests as well as classroom guides for educators who
worked with special need students in partnership with Pro-Ed out of Austin.
Until this awful brain-sucking disease robbed Mary of her abilities one by one, she was
highly regarded in her field and held leadership roles in multiple professional
organizations.
She adopted New Orleans as her hometown until her family brought her back to St. Louis
in 2016 for the loving care she received until her very last breath on Thursday, June 30,
2022.
And although Mary wasn’t blessed with children of her own, she was a doting and loving
Aunt to 25 nieces and nephews and their offspring (the number, honestly, I can’t keep
track).
The loss of Mary’s sweet smile and caring spirit leaves a hole in our hearts.
Visitation will be 9:30 followed by Mass of Christian Burial Wednesday, July 6th at St.
Joseph’s in Manchester, MO. Burial at Calvary Cemetary in St. Louis.
Rest In Peace, Mary.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the University of New Orleans department of
special education.https://www.uno.edu/advancement/make-a-gift
A Buchholz Mortuary Service

Cemetery Details
Calvary Catholic Cemetery
5239 West Florissant Avenue
Saint Louis, MO 63115

Previous Events
Visitation
JUL 6. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)
Saint Joseph Church
567 Saint Joseph Lane
Ballwin, MO 63021

Funeral Mass
JUL 6. 10:30 AM (CT)
Saint Joseph Church
567 Saint Joseph Lane
Ballwin, MO 63021

Tribute Wall

SW

Condolences to Stuart Dixon and the Cronin family. Mary was my major professor
at the University of New Orleans from 1995-1999. I learned so very much from
her both professionally and personally. We kept in touch after graduate school
and got together whenever I visited NOLA. She was also able to visit me in
Newport, Rhode Island and that was such a special and fun memory. Mary spoke
at length about Stuart and all of her extended family always with love, light and
laughter. She will be greatly missed.
Susan Wood - July 23 at 04:11 PM

MT

We were blessed to have Mary as our neighbor for 25+ years. To know Mary was
to love her. Her grace, warmth and kindness were unparalleled. She was another
daughter to my mother, who loved her dearly. We are heartbroken by her passing
and send our deepest heartfelt sympathy to Stuart, her beloved husband, who
she loved unconditionally. Eugenie Torrens and Mary-Elizabeth (MaryBeth)
Torrens
Mary-Elizabeth Torrens - July 07 at 11:53 AM

MW

Dear Cronin Family,
I was a classmate of Mary's at St. Joseph's Academy. She and I shared
Christmas cards for a number of years after I had moved from St. Louis and I will
always cherish our high school friendship. She was a dear and sweet soul. May
she rest in the peace of God's love.
Fondly,
Mary Heck Wohlschlaeger
Mary Heck Wohlschlaeger - July 06 at 05:15 PM

PW

I attended St. Monica's grade school and St. Joseph's Academy with Mary. She
was such a sweet soul. Sending my condolences to the family and prayers for
comfort and peace. May Mary rest in peace.
Pam Walden - July 05 at 04:55 PM

JG

Mary was an amazing educator and mentor to many in the field of learning
disabilities. She introduced me to the collaborative efforts of the Council of
Learning Disabilities for which she was a unique and outstanding president. More
than her deep knowledge of effective learning, she exemplified the heart of
teaching -- empathy. Mary's quiet warmth provided a comfort zone for both
students and teachers. She was a person of joy ... thanks to her I know what a
hurricane party is. I hope she is enjoying a well-deserved party with the angels!
Julie Jochum Gartrell - July 05 at 12:26 PM

