Glenn A. Harrison
March 11, 1920 - November 21, 2021

Glenn Alton Harrison, a distinguished and highly decorated World War II veteran of the
Eighth Air Force, United States Army Air Force, and of the 45th Infantry Division for
service during the Korean Conflict, passed away on Sunday, November 21, 2021, at
Evelyn's House at the age of 101.
The son of David Alton ("Alt") and Dora (Rogers) Harrison, Glenn was born on March
11,1920 in Guymon, Oklahoma, where he attended school. He next attended Oklahoma
A&M University, and later Central Oklahoma State University at Edmond, where at the
war’s outbreak Glenn accepted a commission in the U.S. Army Air Force. Having attained
the rank of 2nd Lieutenant, Glenn shipped overseas to join up with the 96th Bomb Group,
based at Snetterton-Heath, Norfolk. From Snetterton, as co-pilot of a B-17 bomber,
beginning in May of 1944, Glenn flew 17 missions over enemy territory: he was shot down
twice, once ditching in the English Channel, to be rescued by the British Air-Sea
command.
Shortly after D-Day, Glenn was shot down a second time during a mission over
Magdeburg, Germany. He was captured, became a POW and was shipped to Stalag Luft
III, near Sagan, (present-day) Poland. As the Red Army approached Sagan, during the
winter of 1944-45, the Germans forcibly marched the POWs west in an ordeal known as
the “Death March”. Glenn survived, but thousands of captured flyers froze to death along
the trek, which culminated at a rail line called Spremburg. From there, the Germans
transported the POWs to Stalag VIIA. There, Glenn was liberated by advance units of
Patton’s Third Army in April,1945.
Following repatriation home, Glenn served as a reservist and in 1950 was called back into
service, this time with the 45th Infantry Division, and sent to Japan. From there his
armored battery unit was transported over to Korea, where they faced brutal ground
combat.
Following his service years, Glenn entered into a lengthy career as an Engineer with

McDonnell-Douglas (now Boeing), and devoted himself to family, church, golf, and later, in
retired life, traveling the world with friends.
As part of these services, Glenn received numerous medals and awards, including the
flying medal with two clusters, service medals for the European campaigns, the POW
medal, and The United Nations Medal for Korea. In January of 2019, the Republic of
France awarded Glenn its highest award for services to the Republic – the French Legion
of Honor, presented by the French Consul in a ceremony at Soldier’s Memorial in
Downtown St. Louis.
Glenn was the author of "17 Missions: Memories of a B-17 Pilot", and he stars as one of
the eight veteran airmen narrators who documented their service in the award-winning
HBO documentary “The Cold Blue.”
Glenn was preceded in death by the love of his life, his wife of 53 years, Marcella Shelton
Harrison, in 2004. Also preceding Glenn in death were his parents, his brother Jake
Harrison, and his sister Christine Harrison Matzek.
Glenn is survived by Alison Harrison, daughter, of Chesterfield, Missouri, and her
husband, Walter Peter; Glenn, Jr., son, of Richardson, Texas, and his wife Nancy;
grandson Stephen Harrison of Dallas; granddaughter Jessica Harrison of Dallas; and a
large number of grandnieces and grandnephews.
A service honoring the life of Glenn Alton Harrison will be held at Newcomers Funeral
Home located at 837 Mid Rivers Mall Drive, St Peters, MO, 63376. There will be a
visitation at 10:30 am, and the service will start at 11:30 am. Then a funeral procession to
Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery for internment with full military honors at 1:30 pm.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to the 96th Bomb Group Museum in
Snetterton, UK. Please send checks made payable to the 96th Bomb Group Association
(or 96th BGA) noting the gift is in memory of Glenn Harrison, Sr. The treasurer handling
this is Susan Hinchman at 706 Miami View Court, Loveland, OH 45140. To receive
confirmation of this donation, please include your email address.
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Comments

“

The McCabe Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Glenn A. Harrison.

The McCabe Family - November 30, 2021 at 02:53 PM

“

Dear Allison thank you for the notification.
It is so sad for us yet great comfort in releasing one to go to their next destination to
be with a generation whom he nurtured, and was nurtured by, during a long,
wonderful kind and gentle life.
My uncle Glen Harrison touched more lives than most of us will have the opportunity.
He made everyone smile, he made everyone happy and thoughtful and he passed to
all an aura of pride and gentleness that will not be surpassed.
We all witnessed unbounded pride and calm guidance in our family and Uncle Glenn
was sure at the pinnacle providing that.
We are all sad at this time we’re now intended to embrace the wonderful memories
he and your mother left to all of us.
Take solace in his journey well traveled and continue the kindness and happiness
your father and your mother passed on to you.
We all lost a true hero and a damn fine aviator and Democrat!
Robert

Robert Shelton - November 29, 2021 at 06:19 PM

“

Dear Allison thank you for the notification.
It is so sad for us yet great comfort in releasing one to go to their next destination to
be with a generation whom he nurtured, and was nurtured by, during a long,
wonderful kind and gentle life.
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Robert Shelton - November 29, 2021 at 06:17 PM

“

Chris Berry and Mike Lancaster purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family
of Glenn A. Harrison.

Chris Berry and Mike Lancaster - November 28, 2021 at 04:12 PM

